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From FetterLane, November 3. 


HERE is a mutual In- 

tercourfe between my 

Couliin Femy and I. A- 

mong the many Letters 

he fends me, I received 
one this Moment,wherein he informs 
me, that he carries himfelf with an 
equal Indifferency to every various 
Company, and they all feem migh- 
tily taken with his Converfation. 
‘The chief Point he aims at in his 
Difcourfes, is, that Women ought 
to adorn themfélves with the excel- 
lent Graces of Vertue, whereby the 
Men may be charm’d with them; 
and when any endeavour to elude 
this Truth, he freely condefcends to 
an{wer all their Obje&tions with {o- 
lid Reafon, and to convince them 
that it muft needs be fo. Towards 
the Conclufion of his Epiftle he tells 


me, that being in Company t’other 
Day with feveral Gentlemen and 
Ladies, who were talking of the 
high Price of Tea, and what great 
Eftates fome Men got by it. One 
turned the Difcourft and faid,a Per- 
fon then in the Room had affronted 
aLady, by telling ber Husband, 
thathe thought fhe liv’d much above 
the Fortune fhe brought to him; 
which occafioned many Queltionsto 
be asked among them. One faid, is 
itl, Madam, you mean? Thus it 
was handed round.At laft Mrs, Betty 
turned her Head afide in a kind of 
Difdain, and faid, He that thinks 
fifty Pounds too great a Sum_to lay 
outupona fuit of Cloaths, fhall nee 
ver bea Gallant for me; I feorn 
fuch ftingy Sparks,a hundred a Yeat_ 
is little enough to keep a Woman 
clean ; befides what is laid out im 
Night. Dreffes and other odd Trinck 
lets, Here my Coufin Femy obferv’d, 
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that Mrs. Anne (who fate by) blufh’d 
at this Talk,and turning to a certain 
Lady, that was drefs'd extraordinary 
rich, and admiring her Gayety in 
the Glafs, Nay, (fays the) I cannot 
blame the Gentlemen if they are a- 
fraid tobe undone by the Extrava- 
gancy of our Sex. Ie is furprizing 
to me that {a many Men marry as 
there do, and fo few run out their 
Eitates. In former Times (I have 
been told) five hundred Pounds was 
counted a Portion tor a Gentleman's 
Daughter ; and they, fay the Wo- 
men inthofe Days, did not fpend a 
quarter the Sum but now mentioned, 
and yet | believe they were not atall 
behind us in every thing which we 
call keeping a Woman clean. It is 
well #f fome Women are not fonder 
of@their Drefs, than of their Huf- 
bands ; for I have feen my cldeft 
Sifter often ftand and weep at the 
Glafs, when her Head has not been 
drefs'd exactly to the niceft Mode. 
I doubt whether fo much Sorrow 
would be fhewed if my Brother-in- 
Law, her Spoufe, was wrap'd in a 
Winding-Sheet, and fhe a putting on 
her Widow's Vail. Ii a Poft(cripr 
to this Letter my Coufin Femy tells 
me, that Mrs. Anne’s Difcourfe had 
fo affected him, thar he who before 
never thought of marrying, is now 
refolved to make her his Bride, tho’ 
ber Fortune is very inconfiderable 
to what he may expect, and defired 
my Advice inthe Cafe. Itold him 
in the Anfwer I fent, that he ought 
to confider whether her Hearrchim’d 
in with her Tongue, if ir did, fhe 
was to be valued (in thefe Times) 


above Rubics, and in gaining her 
he would purchafe to himfelf much 
Happinels; {ince (in my Opinion) 
fuch a one would be a greater Porti- 
on,only with a Sum of hfry Ounces 
of Gold, thana Horfe-Load of Sil- 
ver laiddown with proud Mrs. Berry, 





From $+. James’s-Square, Novemb. 4. 


HERE is much Pleafure to be 
had by a Man of Thought in 
walking about ancient Palaces, and 
viewing the Pictures of deceafed 
Princes ; the fight of fuch Monu 
ments of State takes off the Mid 
from beholding Tritles. Whenever 
I am confin’d at home by the Decays 
of old Age or bad Weather, I enter 
my Study; and after two or three 
Hours reading,take myPen and draw 
up fomeScheme or otherwhich repre- 
{ents tome a pompousPiece of Gran- 
deur. Being alone laft Night juft as 
the Watchman told me it was paft 
Twelve afid a cloudy Morning, I 
hafted to compofe my Thoughts to 
Reft,and during that State of Silence 
was entertained with feveral curious 
Objeéts. The firft char offered it 
felf tomy View was a Throne ftan- 
ding in the midft of a Plain, with fe- 
veral Seats to afcend. On the top of 
this Throne fate a Prince, and upon 
the Seats'a great Number of Perfons 
of both Sexes, whofe Bemggiets, Jew- 
els and Apparel, by the Rays of the 
Sun, glitrer’d like ten thoufand Stars. 
Seeing all this Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence, I look’d earneftly upon thofe 
Perfons, and thought they were pla- 
ced 
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ced very tottering; yet I obferved 
they were all ftriving to climb up 
{till higher. Having refle&ted a while 
upon the Madnefs of thefe Pe ople, I 
look’d round the Plain, and faw fe- 
veral Princes, Dukes and Peers with 
other Grandees and Nobles; as alfo 
Princefles, Dutchefles and Ladies of 
the firft Quality,with whole Crowds 
of all degrees of Mankind. walking 
in feveral Paths,towards this Throne, 
and as they drew near they flrove 
who fhould get there tirft, though it 
did not avail much who was firlt 
or lait: For the Throne was 
rail’d in with Iron Spikes; and there 
was but one Door to go in at; but 
I obferved there were twenty great 
Gates to pafs out. At the Door that 
led up to the Throne there ftood 
within fide feveral Perfons to receive 
Letters, Addrefiles and Petitions, 
which were delivercd.in abundance, 
fome of thefe Papers were received, 
and others rejected; thofe that 
were taken in, were carricd ei- 
ther to the Prince that fate on the 
Throne, or to thofe placed on the 
Seats, who juft opened them to read 
the Contents, and threw all by ; un- 
lefs it Were now and then a particu- 
lar Paper,and to thofe Anfwers were 
returned, with Orders to admit the 
Petitioners, who were introduced 
with a great deal. of Ceremony ; 
which | faw occafioned much Envy 
from the Throng that ftood without, 
waiting to get Admictance ; in re- 
gard that the whole Crowd came 
with an intent fo enter, notwithftan- 
ding all the Sears round the Throne 
were not futhcient to hold a thou- 
fandth Part of the Multitude, I like- 





wife obferved, that as any were cal- 
led up, others were thruft our, who 
went away with much regret; as 
being ftript ofalltheir gawdy Plumes, 
and obliged to give Place to Stran- 
gers. One thing I thought was very 
remarkable ; fometimes a Noble 
Peer or a Dutchefs was call’d in. and 
fometimes a Beggar, now and then 
a wife Man, but oftener Fools. Ha- 
ving obferved that the Illiterate as 
well asthe Learned were admitted 
and invefted with all this Splendor, 
I asked the Reafon ; fince(faid I) the 
Enjoyment appears but momentary, 
they that get in ro Day, are turned 
outto Morrow, However, I could 
get no Anfwer, all being fo intent 
upon having their Petitions granted, 
and I had not known the Meaning 
of this Buftle, had I not look’d up 
and feen an InfCription over the 
Arch leading to the Throne, which 
contained the following Words: 
Thefe ave the Seats of Honour. Upon 
reading this Motto, I immediately 
drew up a Petition my felf,and thruft 
in among the Crowd upto the very 
Throne,with as much Hear as any : 
But, alaf$! I was quickly loft in the 
Multitude, and could get none to 
take in my Paper, though I thought 
it was worded as much to the Pur- 
pofe as any of the reft. The Reafon’ 
of this was, (as I was informed) that 
Paper,unlefs it were lin’d with Gold, 
availed nothing. 





From Sion-College, November 4, 


S I waslooking over fome Vo- 
lumesin this Library, I find a 
certan 
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have ben capable to anfwer the Per- 
fon Lipeak of, nor dol know when 
they will. Ichink I may fay, that 
among the Produtions of the Pen, 
there arc few things wherein fomany 
People have acknowledged the Su- 
periority of our Age, as in the Co- 
mical Picces. Perhaps the Reafon 
of it issthat the Beauties and Nicetics 
of Ariftophanes are not known to all 
thoft whoare fenfible of M. de Moli- 
ere’s Witand Charms:For it ought to 
be granted,thatin order to pafs aright 
Judgment upon the Comick Poets 
of Greece, ic were neceflary to be 


throughly acquainted with the Faults . 


of the Athenians. There isa Ridi- 
cule common to all Times and Peo- 
ple, and a Ridicule peculiar to cer- 
tain Ages and Nations. Some Scenes 
of Ariflophanes which appear dull to 
us, did, perhaps, wonderfully pleafe 
the Athenians; becaufe they knew 
the thing he ridicul’d. Perhaps “twas 
a Fault altogether unknown to us, a 
Ridicule confifting in fome particu- 
lar Facts,and in a tranfient and com- 
mon Tafte of that Time, of which 
we can have no Notion, though we 


are able to read the Orignals. Thefe 
Obftacles don’t permit us to admire 
that Poet aceording to his Merit, 
neither in Greek nor in Latin, nor in 
the French Vertions, though never fo 
faithtul and Polite. The above-men- 
tion’d Author is not liable to this In- 
convenicency, we know what he aims 
at, and eatiy difcover whether he 
deferibes well the Ridicule of the 
Age we live in; when he fucceeds 
in any thing, it cannot efcape us: 
Nay, he feems to be more copious 
than Ariffephanes and Terence, as to 
thofe Thoughts and nice Raiileries, 
of which all Ages and Polite Nations 
are fenfible. “This is a very confide- 
rable Prerogative ; for it cannot be 
faid, that our Age has not a true Re- 
lifh of the Paflages of the Latin Po- 
ets. If you fhew fome Thoughts of 
Horace, Ovid, Fuvenal, &c. to inge- 
nious Ladies in Old French, if you 
tranflate them faithfully, tho’ never 
fo courfly, they'll tell you that thofe 
Thoughts are tine, delicate and nice. 
There are fome Beauties of Wit in 
Fafhion at all Times. One would 
think that Moliere is more copious in 
that refpeét than the Ancient Co- 
mick Poets. He has fome Beauties 
that would vanifh away ina Tranf- 
lation, or in a Country ofa different 
Tafte from that of France; but he 
has many others that would be pre- 
ferved in all forts of Tranflations,and 
approved, whatever the Talte of the 
Readers might be, provided they 
underftood the Effence of a good 
Thought. 





